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o A& to pregent the d&;’{fc gf&)'c’d'{'l"- ofé;‘ & canceaéiug ,')431."6.‘ f&'f‘)ﬂyc \ort
‘Hereas the trade & comerce of this Providée'is id grear meafire SsHTRGEE t
! . dom of England and che inhabicanes of chis*Proyince of neccinry are ob ised lodre
their Effe s and wholly correfpond wich the Merchants in England by Watch means w. lqc\’v
great dependance upon their adyice in Trade, 'and often protcited 3ills of Fxchange arévrc";;;' X
ted hither to the feveral pertons interefted cherein,” which are'fornzdmss ofcon‘iderabie \'f.i}ultT
and for want of due care of fuch Lettérs in which the fame are idclofed, to feildd Po t-iiéain‘?;;’
being appointed for the receprion of them, maxy times fundry &yil mnded perfohs fifid occa |-
on clandeitinly to take fuch Letters out of thé publick houfes ( where they aré g uceally efe )’
and break opzn & conceal the famz ro the geeac derri n2ac o it 1dey oftie inhabican-s A
ants & Traders, and many ill defigning perfons who have drawn Bills 6f Exchan Jc‘:‘ic‘;c‘?h‘;\";.;x
any bottom in Exgland to anfwer the fame, well’knowing and obfcrving to wiiat Merchan Ofg

Merchants fuch Bills are remitred do diligently watch the feturns of fuch Bills from rhic Mecr-
chants, and guciling at fome Leteers to be the covert of their protefted ills; pet 'em snto thers®

hands and de:troy the fame, to the great detriment of many hone.t Traders & Decalers & others
concernsd, and many times others ont of a di‘honeft & inquiiitive tempr feeretly rake & hye \k
o pen publick & private Country Letters to the great diffatisfa Yion & prejudice of feveral zht‘i ';
habitants her Majetys good Subjets and great delay of publick bufiuefs, for the preventon

{ hercot for the future,

Be it Fnacted by the Queens mo® Fxcellent Majety by & with the 4dvice & Confent of

her Majeftys Governour Jouncil & Affembly ofthis Province and the Authority of the fane
that it any perfon or perfons whacfoever thall hercafter prefume to take & braak open the Seal
or Seals of any Letter or Letters whatfoever not being uato him or them dire %ed, ornoc hav-
sng cipecial Lycenfe{ from the perfons to whom rhe fam: are dire Yed their Exccurors or 'Ad-
miniltrators ) 1o to do, thall upon duc convi tian thercofeither in the Proviacia| or Couiry ,
Counts of this 'rovince fuffcr imprifonmear of his her or their body or bedys for & duripz the
fpace of fix days without bail or mainprize and forfcic the Sum of Hve pounds Stc:t!mgén ihe
one moycty to her Majefty her Heirs & SticeefTors for the fupport of Governmenr, the orher
meycty to him or them that fthall inform or fue for the fame, to be recoverd in any Court of
Record within this Province, by Action of Debe Bill Plaint or Informatio wherein no Effluyn
Prote@ion or Wager of .aw to be allow’d. y

And in caft any fuch perfon or perfous thall break open any Letrer or Leteers dire® d 0
his Exceilency her Maj:lys Governour, orany of her Majc 'ys Council of this Provin = for
tiic time being, or other publick Letrers fuperfcribed or dire®ed for her Muj:tys Service, a4d
figned by any perlon having authority fo to do, and fhallbe thercof legally convi @, hs he or
they fo oftending thall fufer two Months imprifonmznt withour bail or mainprize, and focf ¢
to our Scvcreign Lady the Queen her Heirs & Succetlors the Sum of twenty pounds Sterling
to be recover,d & divided as aforefaid.

And whereas alfo the Sheriffs of this Province whofe duty it is to convey Letrers for ko
Majeltys Service are very much complained of for their negligence, Beit Fnadted by the su-

thority advice & confeat aforefaid, that ifany high Sheriff or lus Depury or Deputys teceive

any publick Letter, he thall if required give a Receir for the fam~, thewing the Day and Hour
when he received the fame, and when he delivers the fame Lerter to the next ShesiFor party
to whom direlted, the parey that receives the fame "hall likewife ifrequired giv: fuch like Re-
ccit to the Sheriff chat firlk received it, and ifany high Sheri%or his D:eputy or D :putys from
whom the high Sheriff ihall be anfiverable fhall refufe te give fuch Receit to be proved by the
Oatt: of the purfon demanding fuch Receit, or having received fiuch Letrer thall wilfally neg-
= % immadiacly to forward fuch Letter as dire@ed, fo that fuch Letter is (tept 24 hnues Ic '1§..
er than ir reafonably need bz (refpa being had to the wind & waather ) the high S1eiff hall
forfeir the Sum ot rwo thoufand pounds of Tobicco in Cask, thz oae moyeiy chereof to-our
Soverign Lady the Queen her Heirs & Succeffors for the Support of Government - of this P,
vince the other moyety t6 him or them that will fue for the fame, to berecoverd by A& 'y
o Debr in any Court of Record in this Provinee, and fuci negle@ of (uch Sheriffs lha'ﬁbc evi-
deheed by the date of the Recelts. ' | ~ c T
‘And the becter to afcerrain what Letters fhall be accounted publick Letters. Be it Enated
by the authority advice & confent aforefaid, that all Letters dire®ed to tlte Gevernstit'cFthis
Province for the rime bzing endort for her Majeftys fervice; and all Letters fent By: téx Govsr
nour having his or the Clerk of the Councils namz cadorit and for ner Majéftys fervicé dire T-
ed to any perlon frhacfocver, and: all Lerteds fent by any Member of her Mdjeltys Cosincil -
with rthe fubfcribérs name endorit and for'her Majeltvs fervice. and all Letrers fent by a Tutice
ofthe Provincial Court with the fubfcribers-name end >t and for her Maieftys fervice, and alf
Letters fent by the publick Treafurérs of éach Shoar to any Naval Officer witly the fubfribars
name endorft and for her Mujeltys fervice fhall be accounted only puhlick Letters for whichthe
Sheri%s fhall not tefufe ro gife 'a Reccit as aforcfaia;. under the penalty aforefaid, any former
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